
In the event of a hurricane or powerful storm, having 
necessary supplies on hand can be essential. Consider 
stocking up on important items, including the following:

Generators can provide hours of emergency reserve 
power in the event of a power outage. Be sure to prepare 
for safe, extended generator use.

• If you do not already own a generator but are 
considering purchasing one, do not wait until severe 
weather approaches to purchase one. Hardware stores 
often experience a rush during hurricane season, and it’s 
better to be prepared ahead of a storm.

• Run your generator regularly to ensure that it is in 
proper working condition. Some repair professionals 
recommend putting one half gallon of gasoline into a 
generator each month, and allowing the generator to  
run for at least 30 minutes. Plug in a lamp or other  
small appliance to make sure the generator is working 
 as it should.

• If the generator has an electric start, be sure to keep  
the battery charged.

• In case the generator runs on diesel fuel, the fuel supply 
needs to be changed out at least once every 12 months. 
Improper care can result in condensation, which can 
cause major damage to the generator when it is  
switched on. 

• Like many other mechanical devices, generators require 
regular maintenance. Be sure to replace the oil, fuel and 
air	filters	regularly.	

Sump pumps can be a lifesaver when it comes to 
preventing basements from flooding during heavy rain.  
To ensure that your sump pump functions properly when 
you need it most, follow these basic maintenance tips:

• Make sure the pump is plugged in to a working ground 
fault	circuit	interrupter	(GFCI)	outlet	and	the	cord	is	not	
damaged in any way. Check on the pump periodically, 
and reset the GFCI breakers, if necessary. 

• Ensure that the sump pump is standing upright. When 
the pump is operating, vibrations can cause it to tilt or fall 
to one side, which can cause the pump to malfunction. 

• Check the pump every few months to make sure it starts 
automatically and drains properly by pouring a bucket of 
water into the sump pump pit. If the pump fails to start, 
be sure to have it serviced.

• In the event of a power outage, make sure to connect to 
a generator with adequate power. If possible, connect 
the pump to the generator using a high quality, 
construction grade extension cord. 
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Pre-Hurricane Home Prep Checklist

HURRICANE PREPARATION

Flashlights

Extra batteries 

Drinking water  
(at least one gallon 

per person)

Non-perishable 
food items, as well 

as a manual can 
opener

First Aid kit Cell phone and 
portable charger

Battery-powered 
or hand-crank 

radio




